SRI AUROBINDO AND TANTRA

sounds heard in the subtle world. Gross and subtle sounds can
never be altogether the same. The same subtle sounds can be
expressed in two ways, in two different kinds of words by men
belonging to two different countries according to the difference
in their samskdra or tradition. That is why different kinds of
mantras are in vogue in different countries. But that does not
matter; it is the clearness of the experience that is to be
appreciated. All these subtle sounds also are included in the
Madhyamd sounds spoken of by the Tantra ; when the experience
of these sounds becomes concentrated and continuous, the
sadhaka can hear the Andhata Dhvani in his inmost heart. It
is from Andhata Shabda that all other subtle sounds have been
created. Again, above the subtle world there is the kdrana jagat,
the causal world, out of which all the subtle and gross things in
existence, immovable and movable, have been created. The
sadhaka entering into the causal world can see clearly the pro-'
cess of the origination of the world. That is a jndnamaya jagat,
a world of Knowledge. That world has its own words of
Knowledge. With the advent of knowledge, the sounds reveal-
ing that knowledge are also heard. These sounds are called
Pashyanti Shabda by the Tantra. Pashyanti Shabda is above
Madhyamd Shabda. The Vedas, the store of knowledge, suggest
the Pashyanti Shabda. About the Tantric conception of the
development of Pashyanti, Madhyamd and Vaikhari sounds Sri
Aurobindo thus writes in Future Poetry:  "It is this force, this
Shakti, to which the old Vedic thinkers gave the name of Vdk,
the goddess of creative speech, and the Tantric psychists supposed
that this power acts in us through different subtle nervous
centres on higher and higher levels of its force, and that thus the
word has a gradation of its expressive powers of Truth and
Vision. One may accept as a clue of great utility this idea of
different degrees of the force of speech, each separately characteris-
tic and distinguishable, and recognise one of the grades of the
Tantric . classification, Pashyanti, the seeing word."   (The
Future Poetry, Chap. "The Word and the Spirit").

The Tantras teach the method of uplifting Prakrti or
Nature. Kundalini Shakti is Prakrti. The kundalini has to
be raised 'from the bottom to the top through the different
nervous centres in the human body; for this purpose Tantric
sadhaks often do mantra japa (repetition) and mantra dhyana
(meditation). As a result of meditation on different nervous
centres, kundalini residing in different centres, the japa of the
mantra also becomes different. The gross uttered mantra is
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